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  25-28 October 2010
A wide choice of primary training is available in this country in aspects of object care.  However, there are relatively few opportunities for conservation professionals to find specialist training in traditional skills and enhance their knowledge of materials and techniques. West Dean College has developed a series of short courses aimed at meeting this training need. 

The aim of the course is to provide a practical introduction to the 'forensic study' of worked timber and roundwood, for conservators and others working with historic, archaeological and ethnographic woodwork, from buildings or boats to smaller portable items.  Diagnostic evidence for methods of converting timber,  secondary working, jointing and fastening will be examined.  On Day Two dated examples of woodwork from prehistoric to pre-Industrial recent material will be investigated using a combination of informal illustrated talks and handling sessions.  Participants can then get 'to grips with' a variety of samples of woodwork and tools from the Stone Age to recent folk life material.  On Day Three the use of a variety of extinct tools will be demonstrated using appropriate timber and roundwood.  Participants  would then be able to try out selected  historic and replica tools from early Stone Age/ethnographic tools of stone, bone, wood and fish skin to extinct forms of steel-edged medieval axes and a replica Mary Rose-style adze.
NB Course participants should bring tough boots and all-weather clothing.

Course Leader

Dr Damian M Goodburn BA PhD AIFA
Ancient Woodwork Specialist 

Archaeologist, author of many papers on detailed historic and prehistoric woodwork investigations and part-time maker of authentic reconstructions of wooden structures and portable objects for museums and television documentaries.  
 

OUTLINE PROGRAMME

The programme will include the following:

Day 1

Monday

16.00-18.30 
Register at Reception Desk

18.45 
Welcome Talk, Oak Hall
19.00

Dinner followed by

Evening

Introductory Talk.  The debt we owe to trees and wood, a preview of some of the material 

and types of evidence of craft practice to be covered in the course.

Day 2

Tuesday
Morning

Illustrated talks on various stages in the woodworking process and how we can often read 

the evidence in the woodwork for each of these processes.  Starting from tree growing and

woodmanship through felling, bucking, transport and logistics to conversion and secondary 

working and how many of these aspects have changed through time.  Finishing with


fastenings and joints.  North-west European evidence will dominate but the approach should 

apply to other regions.

Afternoon
Handling sessions, a chance to handle real and high quality replica woodwork, tools and 


fastenings from prehistoric to recent times. Also a brief visit to West Dean workshops 


dealing with early woodwork.

Evening

Student’s queries and projects informal analysis and discussion, and a video of experimental 

ancient or ethnographic woodworking.

Day 3

Wednesday
Morning

Demonstration of the use of a range of prehistoric and historic tools of stone, bone, wood, 

antler, bronze and Iron.  Followed by similar demonstrations of the use of early historic tools 

from the Saxon ‘T axe’ to the late medieval ‘bread knife’ saw.
Afternoon
A chance for participants to try out a variety of early tool types on fresh green wood and 

timber cut from sustainable sources in South-east England.  

Evening

Students’ queries and projects, informal analysis and a woodworking craft video.

Day 4

Thursday

Morning

Tour of a working wood, and three buildings at the neighbouring Weald and Downland 


Open Air Museum.  Examining elements of building structures, and fittings with a ‘forensic 

eye’.  The buildings date from late medieval to recent times. 

Afternoon
An introduction to simple treen working.  Participants will learn some very basic treen 


working techniques and take home an item such as a cooking spatula or a coat hook.

Non-residential course fee:  £345

Fully inclusive residential course fee: 
Shared bathroom facilities £459

Standard room with private bathroom facilities £504

Superior room with private bathroom facilities £537

HOW TO BOOK

Please complete one booking form, or copy of form, per person per course and enclose a deposit for each course booked. On receipt of your booking, we will send all the further details you will need for your visit, including the course details, full details of cancellation conditions and your final payment slip. Travel instructions will be sent to all students.
For further information on the course, please contact Liz Campbell: liz.campbell@westdean.org.uk or +44 (0) 1243 818219.
For further information about booking please telephone the Admissions Office on +44 (0)1243 811301.
Website:  www.westdean.org.uk/College
